
might be led to do so, however, were no word of pro¬
test raised against the implication that the suggested
treatment is a safe and efficient substitute for the ap¬
proved methods already in use.

THE STATE SOCIETIES.
By the time this number reaches the readers of the

Journal, nearly all the State societies will have held
their annual meetings\p=m-\meetingswhich, judging from
the proceedings, seem to have been marked by great
harmony, unanimity of sentiment and fraternal feel-
ing. The chronic growler was there as usual, but
either his voice was husky, or there was something in
the atmosphere whiich prevented its resonance, for
very little of him appears in the reports of the pro-
ceedings.

The time is ripe for professional organization, and
the profession at last seems to have realized it in a

largely increased attendance of most of the societies,
notwithstanding the financial stringency of the times,
which has reduced professional incomes very materi-
ally and made collection of earned bills extremely
difficult. The attendance has been fully the average
in most cases, and several of the societies have in-
creased it. We have printed abstracts of the pro-
ceedings of some of them ; others are to come, and
it may fairly be said that at no time in the history
of American medicine has the standard been higher,
nor have the papers presented shown higher scientific
value. With this awakening of the profession to a

sense of its duty, there is little question that the
local, State and national associations will steadily
grow in usefulness for the profession, and exert a

commanding influence on all public questions in
which the profession as a whole are interested.

·

THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE NATIONAL
GUARD AND OF THE ARMY.

In the Congressional Record of Tuesday, May 8,1894,
we find the following : Senate Proceedings: The Vice\x=req-\
President presented a memorial of members of the
Medical Department of the National Guard, remon-

strating against the passage of House Bill 6373,
relating to the reduction of the Medical Department
of the Army, which was referred to the Committee
on Military Affairs. House Proceedings : By the
Speaker (by request) : Memorial of delegates from
the Medical Department of the National Guard of the
States to the fourth annual meeting of the United
States Military Surgeons, against reducing the Medi-
cal Department of the Army, as proposed in House
Bill 6373,\p=m-\tothe Committee on Military Affairs.

Our National Guard brethren did well in taking
prompt action in a matter of such vital importance
to the efficiency of the Army Medical Department,
and we trust that their protest will meet with the
consideration which it merits. The surgeons of the

National Guard can recognize better than most med¬
ical men the importance of having, in time of war,
a thoroughly educated and disciplined medical staff.
The memorialists held that to keep the Army Medical
Department up to its present point of efficiency,young
men must be elected from time to time, educated in
practical sanitation and familiarized with military
methods and discipline to take the place of those who
drop out by disability, age or death. A gap of eight
years in the recruiting of the Department, which
would be the result of the proposed legislation, would
be felt harmfully for a generation to come. We trust
this will not be.

MUTUAL CONSULTATIONS ARE NOT CONFIDENTIAL.
In a murder trial where the defense is insanity

and the court, upon motion of the accused, with the
consent of the district attorney, appoints a physi-
cian to make an examination, and to testify on the
trial, as the mental condition of the accused, the
Supreme Court of Colorado holds, in the case of Nes-
bit v. People, decided March 7, 1894, that an exam-

ination and consultation between the accused and
the physician, under such circumstances, are not
confidential, and that the physician can be called by
the State to testify in rebuttal, even though he has
not been called by the accused. It can not be, it is
said, that an accused can seek and obtain such an

'examination at the hands of the court, and with the
consent of the prosecution, with the privilege of
introducing the testimony if the result of the exam-

ination shall be favorable to him, and yet reserve to
himself the power of excluding the testimony if it
shall be unfavorable.

DUTY AND POWER OF THE WISCONSIN COUNTY
BOARD.

The Supreme Court of Wisconsin holds, in Rider
v. Ashland County, that it is, in that State, without
doubt, the duty of the county board to procure and
furnish all needful medical aid and attendance to
persons confined in its jail, and to such poor persons
as are a county charge. It may be more convenient
and cheaper to engage one physician by the year
than to employ one or several by the visit, and with-
out previous engagement. Whether the employment
shall be by the year or by the visit is in the discre-
tion of the county board. It is not a question of
power, but of detail, merely.

ASSUMPTIONS PERMITTED IN HYPOTHETICAL
QUESTIONS.

Counsel are not confined to facts admitted or abso-
lutely proved in propounding their hypothetical
questions to experts. So declares the Supreme Court
of Colorado in the case of Jordan v. People, decided
March 7, 1894. They may assume, the court holds,
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